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Q. CODE 311 

MIZORAM INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH 

Competitive Exam For Recruitment To The Post Of Library Assistant 
Time: 3 hours 

GENERAL ENGLISH 
 Marks:  20 

SECTION A 
(This section should be answered only on the Answer Sheet Booklet provided) 

1. Write an essay on any one of the following: -      
i. The need for a medical college in Mizoram. 

ii. Importance and usefulness of Libraries in the Digital Era. 
iii. How I will spend Christmas in the year 2018. 

 
SECTION B 

Marks : 80 
(All questions carry equal marks of 1 each. Attempt all questions. This section should be answered only 

on the OMR Answer Sheet provided) 
Directions (Questions 1 – 10) Indicate the correct meaning of the idioms and phrases given :   

1. All and sundry 
a) everyone     b) destroy 
c) watchful     d) final 

2. To cry wolf 
a) to listen eagerly    b) to give false alarm 
c) to turn pale     d) to keep off starvation 

3. To put the cart before the horse 
a) to imagine a fine future   b) to do things the wrong way 
c) to have a private end to serve   d) to have bitter enemies 

4. To smell a rat 
a) to see signs of plaque epidemic  b) to get bad smell of a dead rat 
b) to suspect foul dealings   d) to be in a bad mood 

5. To fall flat 
a) to flatter     b) to fail 
c) to pass      d) to do all in one’s power 

6. To steal a march 
a) to outshine     b) to start early 
c) to command an army    d) to overtake 

7. To have cold feet 
a) to feel very cold    b) to pay much attention to 
c) to lose confidence    d) to pour water on something 

8. A good Samaritan 
a) a genuinely helpful person   b) an honest politician 
c) a clever person     d) A priest 

9. Pillar to post 
a) driven from one place to another  b) very tiresome journey 
c) main supports of a building   d) clumsy looking objects 

10. Lion’s share 
a) no share at all     b) greater share of a thing 
c) misery      d) very small item 
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Directions (Questions 11 – 13) In the following sentences, choose the correct meaning/alternative 
of the idioms/phrases underlined :  

11. His arrogant behavior with other has left him high and dry. 
a) to be penniless    b) to be very sick 
c) to be famous    d) isolated 

12. He passed himself off as a noble man. 
a) was regarded as   b) pretended to be 
c) was thought to be   d) was looked upon 

13. He was undecided. He let the grass grow under his feet. 
a) loitered around   b) stayed out  
c) sat movingly    d) moved away 

 
Directions (Questions 14 – 16) Fill in the blanks with the idioms/phrases out of the given options :  

14. He is __________ if he fails at this juncture. 
a) not this time    b) to go forward 
c) not worth his salt   d) with all encouragement 

15. In spite of all his brag, he had to eat_______. 
a) humble pie    b) the cake 
c) the last pie    d) the last bite 

16. Fools rush in where __________ fear to tread. 
a) women     b) devils  
c) lunatics     d) angels 

 
Directions (Questions 17 – 48) Read the following passages carefully and choose the best answer 
to each of the questions out of the four alternatives: 

Passage 1 :- Question Nos 17-22   
Marie was born in 1867 in Warsaw, Poland, where her father was a Professor of Physics. At an 

early age, she displayed a brilliant mind and a blithe personality. Her great exuberance for learning 
prompted her to continue with her studies after high school. She became disgruntled, however, when she 
learned that the university in Warsaw was closed to women. Determined to receive a higher education, 
she defiantly left Poland and in 1891 entered the Sorbonne, a French university, where she earned her 
master's degree and doctorate in physics. 

Marie was fortunate to have studied at the Sorbonne with some of the greatest scientists of her 
day, one of whom was Pierre Curie. Marie and Pierre were married in 1895 and spent many productive 
years working together in the physics laboratory. A short time after they discovered radium, Pierre was 
killed by a horse-drawn wagon in 1906. Marie was stunned by this horrible misfortune and endured 
heartbreaking anguish. Despondently she recalled their close relationship and the joy that they had 
shared in scientific research. The fact that she had two young daughters to raise by herself greatly 
increased her distress. 

 Curie's feeling of desolation finally began to fade when she was asked to succeed her husband 
as a physics professor at the Sorbonne. She was the first woman to be given a professorship at the 
world-famous university. In 1911 she received the Nobel Prize in chemistry for isolating radium. 
Although Marie Curie eventually suffered a fatal illness from her long exposure to radium, she never 
became disillusioned about her work. Regardless of the consequences, she had dedicated herself to 
science and to revealing the mysteries of the physical world. 

17. Marie had a bright mind and a          personality. 
         a) Strong       b) light-hearted c) Humorous        d) Strange 
18. When she learned that she could not attend the university in Warsaw, she felt      . 

         a) Hopeless    b) Annoyed    c) Depressed       d) Worried  
19. Marie          by leaving Poland and travelling to France to enter the Sorbonne. 

          a)   Challenged authority     b) Showed intelligence 
          c)   Behaved                        d) Was distressed 
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20. _____she remembered their joy together. 
          a)   Dejectedly        b) Worried           c) Tearfully           d) Happily 
21. Her              began to fade when she returned to the Sorbonne to succeed her husband. 

          a) Misfortune        b) Anger          c) Wretchedness        d) Disappointment  
22. Even though she became fatally ill from working with radium, Marie Curie was never    ___. 

          a) Troubled           b) Worried       c) Disappointed         d) Sorrowful 
 

Passage 2:- Question Nos 23-32 
In the sixteenth century, an age of great marine and terrestrial exploration, Ferdinand Magellan 

led the first expedition to sail around the world. As a young Portuguese noble, he served the king of 
Portugal, but he became involved in the quagmire of political intrigue at court and lost the king's 
favour. After he was dismissed from service to the king of Portugal, he offered to serve the future 
Emperor Charles V of Spain.  

A papal decree of 1493 had assigned all land in the New World west of 50 degrees W longitude 
to Spain and all the land east of that line to Portugal. Magellan offered to prove that the East Indies 
fell under Spanish authority. On September 20, 1519, Magellan set sail from Spain with five ships. 
More than a year later, one of these ships was exploring the topography of South America in search 
of a water route across the continent. This ship sank, but the remaining four ships searched along the 
southern peninsula of South America. Finally they found the passage they sought near a latitude of 
50 degrees S. Magellan named this passage the Strait of All Saints, but today we know it as the 
Strait of Magellan.  

One ship deserted while in this passage and returned to Spain, so fewer sailors were privileged to 
gaze at that first panorama of the Pacific Ocean. Those who remained crossed the meridian we now 
call the International Date Line in the early spring of 1521 after ninety-eight days on the Pacific 
Ocean. During those long days at sea, many of Magellan's men died of starvation and disease.  

Later Magellan became involved in an insular conflict in the Philippines and was killed in a tribal 
battle. Only one ship and seventeen sailors under the command of the Basque navigator Elcano 
survived to complete the westward journey to Spain and thus prove once and for all that the world is 
round, with no precipice at the edge.  

23. The sixteenth century was an age of great ___exploration.  
a) cosmic   b) land   c) mental   d) common man  

24. Magellan lost the favor of the king of Portugal when he became involved in a political ___.  
a) entanglement  b) discussion  c) negotiation  d) problems  

25. The Pope divided New World lands between Spain and Portugal according to their location 
on one side or the other of an imaginary geographical line 50 degrees west of Greenwich that 
extends in a ___ direction.  

a) north and south    b) crosswise  
c) easterly     d) north and west  

26. One of Magellan's ships explored the ___ of South America for a passage across the 
continent.  

a) coastline     b) mountain range  
c) physical features    d) islands  

27. Four of the ships sought a passage along a southern ___.  
a) coast       b) inland  
c) body of land with water on three sides  d) border  

28. The passage was found near 50 degrees S of ___.  
a) Greenwich  b) The equator  c) Spain   d) Portugal  

29. In the spring of 1521, the ships crossed the ___ now called the International Date Line.  
a) imaginary circle passing through the poles  
b) Imaginary line parallel to the equator  
c) land mass      d) answer not found in article 
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30. One ship was deserted in the passages returned to _____. 
a) South America  b) Spain c) Philippines  d) Portugal 

31. Magellan was killed in _____. 
a) In the sea     b) In a tribal battle 
c) In a disease     d) In a ship 

32. _____ complete the westward journey to Spain. 
a) Magellan  b) Charles V  c) Elcano  d) Basque 

 
Passage 3:- Question Nos 33-42 

David wants to buy a Christmas present for a very special person, his mother. David's father gives 
him $5.00 a week pocket money and David puts $2.00 a week into his bank account. After three months 
David takes $20.00 out of his bank account and goes to the shopping mall. He looks and looks for a 
perfect gift. 

Suddenly he sees a beautiful brooch in the shape of his favourite pet. He says to himself, "My 
mother loves jewellery, and the brooch costs only $17.00." He buys the brooch and takes it home. He 
wraps the present in Christmas paper and places it under the tree. He is very excited and he is looking 
forward to Christmas morning to see the joy on his mother's face. 

But when his mother opens the present she screams with fright because she sees a spider. 
33. What does David want to buy his Mother? 

a) A special birthday present   b) A Christmas present 
c) A spider ring     d) A gift 

34. Who does David get his money from? 
a) His pet    b) His mother  c) His father  d) His sister 

35. How much money does David take to the mall? 
a) $20.00  b) $5.00  c) $2.00  d) $17.00 

36. What does David buy his mother? 
a) A ring  b) A brooch  c) A paper  d) A spider  

37. What does David do with the present when he takes it home? 
a) he gives it to his mother   b) he wraps it in Christmas paper 
c) he is very excited    d) he placed it under the tree 

38. Why does David's mother scream? 
a) Because the present is beautiful b) Because she doesn't like Christmas presents 
c) Because she thinks she sees a real spider d) Because she is scared 

39. Why does David buy a spider brooch? 
a) Spiders are his favourite pet   b) He loves Christmas 
c) To scare his mother    d) His mother ask for it 

40. Where does David put the present on Christmas Eve? 
a) Under his pillow    b) Under a spider 
c) Under the Christmas tree   d) Under the jewel 

41. How much does David put in his bank account weekly? 
a) $5.00  b) $2.00  c) $20.00  d) $17.00 

42. Why was David was excited on Christmas morning? 
a) To see his father    b) To see his mother. 
c) To see the spider    d) To scream out 

        
Passage 4:- Questions Nos 43-48 

“I Have a Dream" is a public speech delivered by American civil rights activist Martin Luther 
King Jr. during the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom on August 28, 1963, in which he calls 
for an end to racism in the United States and called for civil and economic rights. Delivered to over 
250,000 civil rights supporters from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., the speech 
was a defining moment of the civil rights movement.  
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 Beginning with a reference to the Emancipation Proclamation, which freed millions of slaves in 
1863, King observes that: "one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free". Toward the end of the 
speech, King departed from his prepared text for a partly improvised peroration on the theme "I have a 
dream", prompted by Mahalia Jackson's cry: "Tell them about the dream, Martin!" In this part of the 
speech, which most excited the listeners and has now become its most famous, King described his 
dreams of freedom and equality arising from a land of slavery and hatred. Jon Meacham writes that, 
"With a single phrase, Martin Luther King Jr. joined Jefferson and Lincoln in the ranks of men who've 
shaped modern America". The speech was ranked the top American speech of the 20th century in a 
1999 poll of scholars of public address.  

43. What issues does Martin Luther King’s speech address? 
        a) Continuation of racism          b) End to racism and civil and economic rights 
        c) Civil rights    d) Civil War 

44. What pushes King to speak: “I have a dream”? 
       a) He reads out the Emancipation Proclamation 
       b) He is prompted by Mahalia Jackson 
       c) He is overwhelmed by the crowd 
       d) Lincoln had asked him to give the speech 

45. From the last paragraph, give one word for “to leave” 
       a) Departed            b) Proclamation 
       c) Improvised     d) Address 

46. What is the name of martin Luther King’s famed speech? 
      a) The Emancipation Proclamation        b) An Improvisation 
      c) A Peroration          d) I Have a Dream 

47. In front of whom does King speak? 
      a) The civil rights supporters         b) His friends 
      c) Lincoln           d) The Negroes 

48. Martin Luther King Jr joined? 
a) Mahalia Jackson         b) Jefferson and Lincoln 
c) Jon Meacham         d) Lincoln Memorial 

 
Directions (Questions 49 – 58) Specify to which parts of Speech the underlined words belonged to:  

49. She lives in a big house.  
a) Adverb  b) Noun  c) Adjective  d) Conjunction 

50. The noble king looks after the good of his people. 
a) Adverb  b) Interjection  c) Adjective  d) Pronoun 

51. He was elected as the Vice President. 
a) Adverb  b) Pronoun  c) Verb  d) Adjective 

52. He was accused of theft and murder. 
a) Adverb  b) Preposition  c) Verb  d) Interjection 

53. I am strong still I do not boast. 
a) Pronoun  b) Verb  c) Adjective  d) Conjunction 

54. Alas! I am free. 
a) Noun  b) Interjection  c) Adjective  d) Pronoun 

55. Zuali is our class representative. 
a) Adverb  b) Noun  c) Adjective  d) Conjunction 

56. Your service is no longer required. 
a) Pronoun  b) Adverb  c) Preposition  d) Conjunction 

57. The farmer reaped the harvest. 
a) Adverb  b) Pronoun  c) Verb  d) Noun 

58. The cat jumped on the wall and ran away. 
a) Pronoun  b) Adverb  c) Conjunction  d) Preposition 



6 
 

 
Directions (Questions 59 –64) Choose the correct word to fill in the blanks :  

59. She is doing_______.  
a) good  b) well   c) happy  d) sad 

60. This book is_____than that book. 
a) more better  b) greater  c) better  d) more best 

61. I play the piano_______.  
a) beautifully  b) beautiful  c) nicely  d) with beauty 

62. The driver______the brakes.  
a) apply  b) foot   c) stepped  d) applied 

63. Puii has ______ my invitation. 
a) declined  b) denied  c) reject  d) deny 

64. The magistrate _______him guilty. 
a) find   b) founded  c) founds  d) found 
 

Directions (Questions 65 –74) Choose one word substitute for the following : 
65. Murder of human being. 

a) Homicide   b) Suicide  c) Manslaughter d) Patricide 
66. A person appointed by two parties to solve a dispute. 

a) Negotiator  b) Arbitrator  c) Moderator  d) Host 
67. One who is liked by all 

a) Popular  b) Famous  c) Likeable  d) Admire 
68. The science which treats human life 

a) Zoology  b) Biology  c) Botany  d) Biotechnology 
69. One who looks at the dark side of things 

a) Optimist  b) Pessimist  c) Antagonist  d) Arsonist 
70. A child whose parents are no more. 

a) Abducted  b) Orphan  c) Single child  d) Kidnapped 
71. That can be heard 

a) Hearable  b) Audible  c) Sound proof d) Soundless 
72. One who cannot pay off one’s debt 

a) Penniless  b) Corrupt  c) Bankrupt  d) Overdue 
73. A place for keeping books for study 

a) Bookshelf  b) Book fair  d) Reading room d) Library 
74. Through which water cannot pass 

a) Water resistant b) Waterproof  c) Airtight  d) Water Vapour 
Directions (Questions 75 –80) Choose the correct word for the following : 

75. A _________ of sheep. 
a) Flock  b) herd   c) fleet   d) pack 

76. A _________ of trees 
a) Lump  b) school  c) clump  d) bunch 

77. A ____________ of stars 
a) school   b) cluster  c) twinkle  d) class 

78. A ____________of soldiers 
a) army  b) class  c) regiment  d) group 

79. A ____________ of events 
a) continuity  b) series  c) serial  d) rope 

80. A ____________ of cotton 
a) boil   b) ball   c) dab   d) bale 


